A Drainis a Drain,
Right?

Looking for more

[nformation?

Not rea”g. Not all drains do the same tlﬁing. The
water that drains down the sink or toilet in a home
flows to the sanitary sewer and associated
wastewater treatment P|ant orindividual sePtic

disPosaI system for treatment.

A stormwater drain system, on the other hand, is
designatec’ to carry rainwater from streets and
clrivewags to prevent ﬂoocling‘ Theg do not have any
treatment and flow clircct]g into streams, |al<es, and
rivers which we drink from. As the rain flows over
Parking lots, clrivewags, and other surfaces it Picl(s up
debris and Po”utants clcpositing them into our lakes,
rivers, and streams. Some of this stormwater
cliscl'wargcs into Ponc{s in your backﬂards‘ T]‘xcsc

stormwater poncls filter the water aEsorbing harmful

chemicals and allow sediments to settle there. _Armec[
with the knowledge in this brochure, YOU can he|P
in the Figh’c for clean water!

RcPor'I: ]"cga| DumPing, Dischargcs, SPi”s or

other [ nvironmental E_mcrgcncics:

e e Tip line 1-800-847-73%2
Chemical & Oil Spills 1-800-457-7362

For more information, visit:

Soil and Water (Conservation Districts:

www.nqs—soi!andwater.org/cor\tacts/cour\t(,} offices html

Ncw Yorl< 5tatc~D E_C

www.dec.ny.gov/chemical /8468 html

E_nvironmcntal Frotcction Agencg:
http//cfpub.cpa.gov/npdes/home.cfm?program id=¢

Makc Your Homc

the Solution to
Stormwater Pollution

Ccnter for V\/atcrsl-led Frotection
http,//www.cwp.org/

New York State (Conservation District
F__mployccs’ A\ssociation, |nc.

415 West Morris Street, Bath NY, 14810
FPhone: 607-776-7%98 x3 [Fax: 607-776-7487

www‘n\ljscc{ea.com

"/> rowding Toc/ay, F rotecting | omorrow”

Stormwater is the flow of water that
immediately results after it rains and is

the greatest threat to C]can water.




Stormwater- from our
5’creet5 to our
5treams

When it rains, stormwater flows over drivewags,

lawns, sidewalks, and Parking lots on its way to the
nearest entrance into the storm sewer sgstem.
UmCortunatclg, the stormwater Picks up soi|,
chemicals, and other Po”utants. These Po”utants are
whg the E_nvironmcntal Frotection Agencg declares
that Po”utecl stormwater runoff is the nation’s
greatest threat to

clean water.

H ow does that

involve you?

By Practicing hca]thy houschold habits YO( l can

prevent Pesticiclesj herbicides, fertilizers, pet wastes
dctcrgcnts, automotive fluids, and grass clippings,

and other Po”utants from entering the waterways of

New Yo rk.

Eight, E_asg, Examplesi

Lanclscaging
Water your Plants

earlg in the
moming to avoid
cvaporation‘ Aim

your sPrianrs 50

that theg onlﬂ
water your lawns and don’t cause runoff onto Paved
areas. Minimize Pesticicle, herbicide, and fertilizer
Lise. Onlg use what is recommended on the label.

Avoid aPP]ications if the forecast calls for rain.

Outcloor Storagc

Store all Potentia| Po”utants indoors or under a

covered area secured with a tarp. Clean up all sPi”s
immediatelg. (Ise dry absorbents as necessary.
Kecp lids on all storage containers. Labe| all storage
containers. chularly sweep and clean out all

outdoor storage areas removing dirt and debris.

Wastc Managcmcnt

Keep the area outside where garbage goes clean
and free of litter. Close the lids on the c]uml:)sters
and trash cans. Do not use the c{umpsterlcor the
disposa[ of quuicls. Remember to clean up a)c’ceryour

Pets. Thesc harmful bacteria & nutrients can cause

harmful algal blooms.

General Clcaning

Minimize the use of

Powchul chemical agents.

Switch to cnvironmenta”g

ﬁricnc”g c|eaning Proc{ucts.

\3}}.

f‘g Dfspose of waste waterin
a sanitarg sewer not the

storm drains.

Vehicle maintenance

FPerform all vehicle maintenance indoors if PossiHc. If
not, use a droP cloth or tarp to contain ]iquic{s. (se
driP PromC pans to collect |eai<ing Auids. Clean up
sPi”s with kittg litter or sand and
dispose of them Propcr]g‘

Vc]’)iclc Wasl‘line;

Wash vehicles at a commercial car

wash when Possiblc. The waste

water filled with soapy suds drains right to the
sanitary sewer. When you wash your carin the
clriveway it runs right down into the storm sewer. [f
you must wash your car at your house, wash your car
on your lawn. Your lawn will absorb the soapy water.

Also, trg to use biodegradable soaps.

Housc

Direct your gutters and downspouts to a vegetated
area. [t will absorb the water instead of creating
stormwater runoff. Regu]arlfj sweep and collect
debris around your house, do not hose down
sidewalks or Parlcing lots. Never clump angthing down

the stormwater drain.

( onstruction

]Fyou are building a
home be sure to use
good erosion control
Practiccs‘ A silt fence

around the Perimctcr

oFgour 3arc| will
capture any sediment being washed away cluring a
rain event. Store materials where they are not
exposed to rain and use a tarp if able. Seed and

mulch soils that are not actively being worked.




